
St Alban’s CofE Primary School  

 

KS2 Reading Guidance For Parents 

 

This booklet has been designed in order to help you and your child enjoy reading at home. It 

aims to provide you with clear information about learning to read and how you can help your 

child make progress. 

What books will children bring home? 

Primary Reading Book: This is the main reading book for your child. It is the book they can achieve 

ticks on the Racing Reading track. It will be at a Lexile Level that is appropriate for their reading age. 

Secondary Reading Book: This is an optional book that the children can choose if they wish. They 

do not necessarily need to be able to decode (read) it as it is more for their interest around a subject. 

 

Classroom Library Books – Primary Reading 

Book 

Children will begin each year with one of the 

classroom library books – carefully selected to 

engage and promote the love of reading. They are 

from popular authors, award winners or are 

culturally diverse.  You can find a list in the front of 

your child’s reading diary.  
 

KS2 Library Books – Primary Reading Book 

Once children are reading their way through the 

Classroom Library Books, they will be allowed to 

choose from the KS2 Library.  

They are grouped into Y3/4 and Y5/6 according to 

their Lexile Level. They are also grouped into genres. 

 

KS2 Library Books – Secondary Reading Book 

These are mainly non-fiction books and are 

grouped into categories. Children do not 

necessarily need to be able to read these books as 

they are more for a topic they are interested in.  

  

Classroom Library – Secondary Reading Book 

 

Each class has a collection of books that link to the 

various topics the children learn within each class, 

e.g. Romans in Y4, Electricity in Y6 etc. Children can 

bring these home as a secondary book.    

Pathways to Read Books 

During Reading lessons, children will study one 

book per half term. There may be occasions when 

these books come home to be read as homework. 

Once finished in class, the children may choose to 

bring those book home to read.    



What should the children do at home? 

Children are expected to read three times a week. This does not mean three books a week, 

just three times a week. This can be to an adult or independently. Children record the date, 

the book and whether it was read at school (S) or home (H). The comments section is whether 

there is anything you would like the teacher to know about their reading at home. It is also 

where home reading activities can be written. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are home Reading Activities? 

Home Reading Activities are simple and easy strategies for parents to engage with their child’s 

reading. They link to three reading skills we learn about in school: Vocabulary, Summary and 

Reading to An Audience. 

• Autumn 1 (Vocabulary): Children to choose a word that is new, interesting or 

challenging and write it in this diary. 

• Autumn 2 (Summary): Summarise what you have reading one sentence.  

• Spring 1 (Reading to an Audience): Can children read using voices for characters, 

body gestures and facial expressions. 

• Spring 2 (Vocabulary): Children to choose a word that is new, interesting or 

challenging and write it in this diary and find its meaning. 

• Summer 1 (Summary): Summarise what you have read in 5 key words.   

• Summer 2 (Reading to an Audience): Can children read using facial expression, and 

vary their pitch and tempo. 

Each task comes with an explanation video from the English Lead: 

https://wsap.academy/ks2-home-reading-activity-summer-1/  

Reading Certificates 

When a child has read a certain number of times, they will receive one of four 

awards: 

• Bronze = 25 Reads 

• Silver = 50 Reads 

• Gold = 75 Reads 

• Governor’s = 110 Reads 

If a child achieves the Governor’s Award which they receive at a special assembly in the summer 

term and are presented it by the Chair of Governor’s. They also receive a leather bookmark 

with the St. Alban’s embossed with the school and and logo.s 

Reading Awards 

https://wsap.academy/ks2-home-reading-activity-summer-1/


What is “reading with expression”? 

This might be a term you are familiar with. At St. Alban’s we have broken down Reading with 

Expression into 7 small steps (see below). These link to the Home Reading Activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Skills: 

Our reading skills are reading prompts based on the 2016 reading content domains found in the 

National Curriculum Test Framework documents. All questions the children are asked through 

comprehensions (Pathway to Read, Cracking Comprehension or Tests) will be on these eight skills.  

They have been designed by the staff at St Albans to help embed the differing content domains within 

the short- and long-term memory of our children.  

Each skill has a title, an image, a catch-phrase and the actual wording of the National Curriculum 

Content domain. 

  
 

  

 

  

 


